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PhD Scholarship Advertisement

Fully Funded PhD Scholarship in Advancing reproductive management in honey bees 
[College of Science and Engineering / School of Natural Sciences/ Zoology/ Ryan Institute] 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for full-time funded PhD scholarship starting in Autumn 2026 affiliated to the College of Science and Engineering / School of Natural Sciences/ Zoology/ Ryan Institute at the University of Galway. 

University of Galway
Located in the vibrant cultural city of Galway in the west of Ireland, the University of Galway has a distinguished reputation for teaching and research excellence 
For information on moving to Ireland please see www.euraxess.ie 

Detailed Project Description 
We are seeking a highly motivated and patient student for a PhD opportunity investigating the mating behaviour, and health, of honey bee queens and drones in Ireland. Given the high levels of annual honey bee colony losses reported globally there is a critical need to develop best management practices that suit the needs of each locality. Honey bee subfertility is caused at least in part by challenging environmental conditions which can prevent queens and drones from mating properly. In Ireland, honey bees are thought to have adapted to our inclement summer weather including mating behaviour differences from other populations, but there is no scientific data to support this. As part of the US_Ireland_N. Ireland tripartite award, funded in Ireland by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, this PhD project will investigate the mating behaviour of both honey bee queens and drones, including the use of RFID tagging. It will involve extensive observation work at the apiary, painstaking rearing, tagging and monitoring of queens and drones as well as significant engagement with beekeeper stakeholders. The successful candidate will work closely with the local team, beekeepers, and other members of the SWARM project, that will be based in QUB and at Texas AM Universities. Therefore, teamwork and collaboration skills will be critical. 
The candidate will be supervised by Prof Grace McCormack and will be based in Zoology at the School of Natural Sciences and also be a member of the Ryan Institute at the University of Galway where they will be embedded in group activities and exposed to other teams and research, learning varied specific and transferable skills. The candidate will be enrolled in a structured PhD programme in Zoology, gaining experience from a number of taught modules as well as the major research component.

Living allowance (Stipend): €25,000 per annum, [tax-exempt scholarship award] 

University fees: EU fees are covered

Start date: Flexible Autumn/Winter 2026

Academic Entry Requirements: Minimum of a 2.1 in an undergraduate degree in zoology, ecology, or related discipline. 

To Apply for the Scholarship: Please send the following to grace.mccormack@universityofgalway.ie combined in one pdf file; 1. cover letter detailing motivation for applying, and what you could bring to the project (max 2 pages), 2. a CV detailing research experience (max 3 pages) and 3. an example of scientific writing (e.g. an essay, manuscript, lab report or publication etc). We do not require transcripts at this stage.

Contact Name: Prof Grace McCormack

Contact Email: grace.mccormack@universityofgalway.ie

Application Deadline: 20/08/26 by 17.00

Primary Supervisor name: Prof Grace McCormack

Page 6 of 13

image1.jpg
OLLSCOILNA(GAILLIMHUE
[UNIVERSITY OF (FALWAY





image2.png
hr




